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LIFE iIN THE EARLY CHURCH

DearFriends

As the Holy Spirit found receptive minds, the gospel in those early days really
gained a foothold. Thousands were now converted to Christ and the word went
with much power, “in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost partofthe earth.” Acts1:8

Aswe finished off with our past editorial, Peter gave arousing and powerful mes-
sage toAnnasthe high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many
as were of the kindred of the high priest, the church leaders who condemned the
disciplesfortheirbold stand forChrist, butin Peter's delivery, he strongly told them
of Whowasthe authority of the gospel.

Not knowing what to do with Peter and John, they straitly told them to cease
fromtheirteachings and letthem go free. This did not perturb these disciples, they
simply said, "Whetherit be rightin the sight of God to hearken unto you more than
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and
heard.”Acts 4:19,20

And speak they did! "And being let go, they went to their own company, and
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. And when they
heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou
art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:
Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and
the peopleimaginevainthings? The kings of the earth stood up, and therulerswere
gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. For of a truth against
thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate,
withthe Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, Forto do what-
soever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord,
behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they
may speakthy word, By stretchingforth thine handto heal; and that signsand won-
ders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. And when they had prayed,
the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled
withthe Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:23-31
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"And with great
power gave the
apostles witness
of the
resurrection of
the Lord Jesus:
and great grace
was upon them
all. Neither was

there any

among them
that lacked...”

—ACts 4:33
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The word continued to flourish and the genuine converted workers were com-
pelled to go withit. The Holy Spirit was driving the work forward strongly. As these
men dedicated their lives to spreading the precious words of truth, their necessi-
tieswere metto nourish and keep them.They were indeed serious about going out
full-time to theirmissiontothe world, and inturn, God was also serious about look-
ing afterthese noble menwhogavetheirall.

The pooling of goodsinthe early church was not compulsory, butthere were cer-
tainly some examples of voluntary giving thatinspired the believers. Barnabas was
one who out of generosity of heart, sold land and brought the money and laid it at
the apostle'sfeet.

“And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought
the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet:
and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. And Joses,
who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (whichis, beinginterpreted, The son
of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and
broughtthe money, andlaiditatthe apostles'feet.” Acts 4:33-37

As this early Christian church was gaining strength and gifts were being given to
furtherthe work, we have the record of avery sad happening. This was nota matter
of people giving theirall, it was a matter of dishonesty, and God dealt withitand He
dealtwithitseverely.

“But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,
And keptback part of the price, his wife also being privy toit, and brought a certain
part, and laid it, at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? And after it was sold, was it not in thine
own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou hast not lied
unto men, butuntoGod.

“And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great
fear came on all them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound
him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

“And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing
what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whetherye sold the
land forso much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Petersaid unto her, Howisit
that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of
them which have buried thy husband are atthe door, and shall carry thee out. Then
fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men
camein, andfound herdead, and, carrying herforth, buried her by her husband.

And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these
things.” Actss:1-11

Inthis passage, Ananias and Sapphira did the same deed as Barnabas. They sold
land and brought the proceeds to the apostles and laid it at their feet, but there is
no such record of this treatment happening to Barnabas. Something was terribly
wrongandAnaniasand Sapphira paid foritdearly.

“In sharp contrast to the example of benevolence shown by the believers, was
the conduct of Ananias and Sapphira, whose experience, traced by the pen of
Inspiration, has left a dark stain upon the history of the early church. With others,
these professed disciples had shared the privilege of hearing the gospel preached
by the apostles. They had been present with other believers when, after the apos-
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tles had prayed, 'the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and
they were allfilled with the Holy Ghost.'

“Deep conviction had rested upon all present, and under the direct influence of
the Spirit of God, Ananias and Sapphira had made a pledge to give to the Lord the
proceedsfromthe sale of certain property.

“Afterward, Ananias and Sapphira grieved the Holy Spirit by yielding to feelings
of covetousness. They began to regret their promise and soon lost the sweet influ-
ence of the blessing that had warmed their hearts with a desire todo large thingsin
behalf of the cause of Christ. They thought they had been too hasty, that they
oughttoreconsidertheirdecision. They talked the matter over, and decided not to
fulfil their pledge. They saw, however, that those who parted with their posses-
sionstosupply the needs of theirpoorerbrethren, were heldin high esteemamong
the believers; and ashamed to have their brethren know that their selfish souls
grudgedthatwhichthey hadsolemnly dedicated to God, they deliberately decided
toselltheir property and pretend to give all the proceeds into the general fund, but
really to keep alarge share forthemselves. Thus they would secure theirliving from
the common store and at the same time gain the high esteem of their brethren.”
ActsoftheApostles, p.71,72

God hates hypocrisy and falsehood. Ananias and Sapphira practiced fraud in
their dealing with God; they lied to the Holy Spirit, and their sin was visited with
swift and terrible judgement. The land was sold, the money brought; but the pro-
ceeds pledged changed after the sale. A portion was kept for themselves. Their sin
was not the result of animpulsive act but of a carefully laid plan “to tempt the Spirit
ofthe Lord.” (verseg)

They were not under obligation to sell their property and give their proceeds to
the church, but it may have been that they wanted to impress the church to gain
popularity by their act of charity, but with another motive, for self-interest. This
may explain why God punished them so severely. With this budding new church, to
have an actsuch asAnanias and Sapphira at such an early stage of its foundation, if
not 'nipped in the bud', may well have an influence of dishonesty being tolerated
andbecomeapractice.

While we today may not see people immediately struck down because of some
unseen sin, does not mean that God sees and treats it any less. The sin will remain
and will be called to account and the sinner consumed unless fully confessed to
Him.

“The people need to beimpressed with the sacredness of their vows and pledges
to the cause of God. Such pledges are not generally held to be as obligatory as a
promissory note from man to man. But is a promise less sacred and binding
because it is made to God? Because it lacks some technical terms, and cannot be
enforced by law, will the Christian disregard the obligation to which he has given
hisword? No legal note orbondis more obligatory than a pledge made to the cause
of God...” Review and Herald, May 23,1893

God is all-seeing and all-knowing, He never overpasses one aspect of our lives,
He knows all and has it recorded — even the very intent of our hearts. The bottom
line is that sin is a serious matter. In the days of the early apostles and in our own
days sinis still sinin God's eyes, even if He does not punish immediately. The pun-
ishmentdeferred shouldimpactusastohowgraciousGodreallyis.

TheSecondArrest ofthe Apostles

Butas mentioned atthe beginning of ourstudy, the work carried onregardless of
the decisions people made.
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And now | say
unto you,
Refrain from
these men, and
let them alone:
for if this
counsel or this
work be of men,
it will come to
nought: But if it
be of God, ye
cannot
overthrow it;
lest haply ye be
found even to
fight against
God.”

—Acts 5:38,39

In many ways, it was evident that the Holy Spirit was with power in the lives of
the apostles.

There wasthe judgementofsinasinAnaniasand Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)

Those early workers were used to bring God's grace and healing on sinners (Acts
5:12-16)

People were drawn to them, even that healing could take place in Peter's
shadow, the closest parallel to that was the woman healed by touching the hem of
Jesus' garment. (Luke 8:43,44). The record doesn't say his shadow did the healing,
butthe people supposedittobe.

Asthe apostles worked, full of the Holy Spirit, the wonders increased and multi-
plied, butthe off side to this was that it filled the religious leaders with jealousy and
thisledthemtotheirsecondarrest;

“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect
of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, And laid their hands on the
apostles, and puttheminthe common prison.” Acts 5:17,18

Afteranotherimpacting message from Peter, at least one of the leaders actually
started tothinkthis message may be more genuine than counterfeit.

“Then stood there up oneinthe council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of
the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apos-
tlesforthalittle space;

“And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to
doastouchingthese men. Forbefore these daysrose upTheudas, boasting himself
to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined them-
selves: who wasslain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought
tonought. Afterthismanrose upJudasof Galilee inthe days of the taxing, and drew
away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed
him, were dispersed.

“And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot
overthrowit; lesthaply ye be found evento fightagainst God.” Acts 5:34-39

Gamaliel's speech quelled the tumult, they could not argue with this. “"And to
him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”
Actsg:40

Again, this did not deter the apostles, they took the beating and carried on their
valuable work. “And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple,
andineveryhouse, they ceased nottoteachandpreachJesusChrist.” Acts 5:41,42

Itis obvious that Gamaliel was a man with wisdom and an impressionable heart
towards justice. He dealt with the decision very well, and being a man of influence,
had the respect of the othersin the council, "And to him they agreed.” But yet they
beatthe apostles! It waslike justthe flick of theirtailinsaying, "“We haven'tgotany-
thingonyou, butwearethe onesinauthority.”

In summary, we have covered two very important events in this study. Genuine
converted men pushed forwardinthe work of spreading the gospelto asfarastheir
influence would reach. People sold their possessions to support and further the
work of God in the land, but beware of the sin of dissimulation or deceit. There are



serious consequences for sin. We may think we can bypass the judgements of God,
beHeseestheveryintentofthe heart.

“*We are stewards, entrusted by our absent Lord with the care of His household
and His interests, which He came to this world to serve. He has returned to heaven,
leaving us in charge, and He expects us to watch and wait for His appearing. Let us
be faithful to our trust, lest coming suddenly He find us sleeping.” Testimonies for
the Church, vol.8,p.37

“The people needto beimpressed withthe sacredness of theirvows and pledges
to the cause of God. Such pledges are not generally held to be as obligatory as a
promissory note from man to man. But is a promise less sacred and binding
because it is made to God? Because it lacks some technical terms, and cannot be
enforced by law, will the Christian disregard the obligation to which he has given his
word? No legal note or bond is more obligatory than a pledge made to the cause of
God.” Bible Commentaryvol.6, p.1056

LessonsforUs

We candraw some valuable lessons from this study. God needed men to take the
gospel into the new era of what would become the Christian Church. He had His
men—menwho were preparedtogotothe missionfieldatany cost.

As they preached and taught, opposition caught up with them as the religious
leaders saw their popularity and influence diminishing greatly. The apostle's left it
inthe hands of God, trusted in Him for His leading and consequences, and fearlessly
continuedto speak out present truth. Even withinthe walls of opposition, God does
stillhave Hishonest hearted people who don'tresist His calling.

Butinthislesson also, there is a strong message to all, that when you commit to
givetoGod'swork, think carefully before committing. Barnabas sold land and gave
tothe apostle'swork—nomention of censure. Annanias and Sapphirasoldland and
gave to the apostle's work —instant death. Wow, what a difference! The difference
being in the giver's hearts. Be careful when in your heart and mind you commit to
give, then hold back, God disapproves of it and will visit with judgement. It may not
beimmediately, butHe marksitand will visititone day.
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The Conflict of the Ages in Aud
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"God needed
men to take the
gospel into the
new era of what
would become
the Christian
Church... Even
within the walls
of opposition,
God does still
have His honest
hearted people
who don't resist

His calling.”

Patriarchs and
Prophets

Retold audio renditions of
Patriarchs and Prophets
retelling the early events
and stories from creation
to David.

Ellen G White, cD $115

Prophets and
Kings

Retold audio renditions
Prophets and Kings
retelling of the trials and
triumph, from Solomon's
glorious reign.

Ellen G White, cD $115

The Desire of
Ages

The gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John will
come to life in this audio
rendition of the Desire
of Ages.

Ellen G White, cD $115

The Acts of the
Apostles

A remarkable commentary
on the biblical Book of
Acts. This audio rendition
will make the Acts of the
Apostles come alive.

Ellen G White, cD $115

The Great
Controversy

An history from the dawning
of Christianity, to the rise
and fall of nations and
religious powers to our day
today.

Ellen G White, CD $1 15




loSASt

In Brief

Spirit of Prophecy

Sketches
from
the Life
of Paul

The apostle Paul was one of
the most colourful characters
in Christian history. In a clear
and connected manner, this
historical narrative traces the
pathways of the apostle
Paul’s life.

Paul’s adventures and
achievements might seem far
removed from the everyday
trials of today’s Christian.
From the sketches from his
life, author E. G. White draws
practical lessons that you can
use today.

Whatever your situation, you
will discover hope in these
portraits of the apostle Paul.
Paperback
$23.50 +p&p

M In the Office

Over the last months we have been looking through our older stock. We have many
titles which have not sold in a while, either because there is less interest in that topic
or author but usually because people don’t know it is available. We have been pulling
out these treasures and advertising them to the delight of people who get them. You
can receive these updates by either subscribing to our regular emails (contact us) or
by liking our facebook page (autumnleavesnz).

We have also added hundreds of second hand books to our catalogue. View on our
webshop or contact us for a full listing of over 2000 items currently available. This
collection is full of many gems that are now out of print. We have hundreds of stories,
history, Bible study topics, health, family, children’s books and more.

Video Production: Every Friday a new video is
added to ourYouTube Channel. Subscribe to enjoy
this content. We are just completing broadcast
edited versions of camp-meeting sermons.
Recently presentations by Pr. Andreas Mellas and
Paul Klix have been added. We are also working to
complete an extensive series based on the book
Christ’s Object Lessons. These ~15 minute videos are designed to catch the interest
of the viewer and share the powerful stories Jesus told. Visit our YouTube Channel
here: www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz

M Projects

Blue Bible Project: The first part of this Blue Bible project is almost complete. Of the
11664 Bibles in the first shipment less than g5o remain (and that number is dropping
daily). They have scattered like the leaves of autumn throughout the country and
around the world. These Bibles, with added studies and other resources, have proved
popular with study groups, prison ministries, food banks, outreach projects and
individual use. We are aiming to raise $50,000 to subsidise this first shipment. We are
only $8358 away from completing this funding.

A new printing with a few improvements is
currently underway. We have committed to
another full shipping container load (12800
Bibles) for New Zealand in the coming months.
Two containers are also being printed for
Australia and bulk shipments are also going to
the United States, England and Ireland.

We hope to have the last funds raised for the
first shipment before the next arrives and will
aim to raise a similar amount to help subsidise
the Bibles in the next shipment. If you are passionate about sharing God’s Word
consider giving to help keep these costs as low as possible. Even if you can't give
away Bibles you can help fund some for those who are!

$g,358 to valst Relsed so ar
-

Funding Progress

Building Project: Over $4,000 has been added to this fund since our last update!
Funding has taken a lull over winter but it is the small automatic payments along with
a few larger contributions that make a difference toward the final goal. Thank you.

1 Raised so far
Funding Progress 734k %0 Ya[’s\e_ﬂs_,m%s



M Events
Friday Night Live:

1 e® I' 8 (B8RS Our next Friday Night Live is on the evening
l4 I'iC d} . i of 2g9th of August at 7pm.
\:Ighl . Y TFY (7 BBl Thisis atime of singing an(?J Qevqtion where
T+ % r- I . you have the requests and join with our
l;l"t local singers to enjoy an evening of

T} AutumnLeaves fellowship and joy together.

Join us on YouTube here: www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz or
Facebook here: www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz

Submit your requests in the comments of the streams, or you can contact us now to
putin a request. We look forward to having you join us from where ever you are for
this time of fellowship and worship.

England: Doug and Angela have answered a call to England to assist o 1;,
with a church plant and its development. They arrived in mid June, # T
. . . . s,
and immediately got put to work in teaching Sabbath School lessons, T
preaching sermons, engaging in community outreach, and helping in Bl
i

very practical ways with renovations for a health ministry. Their time
there is nearing its end scheduled to arrive back to home base at the z i
end of August. A more detailed report will be in the next Leaflet.

Australlan Camp Meetmg
Jd B & Vs
RI:TURNING TO THE OLD PATHS'
Oct 30 - Nov 4 2025

Mount Tamborine Conference Centre
28 Keswick Rd Mount Tamborine, QLD, Australia

Speakers: Elvis Placer, Doug Hurley, Robert Pannekoek
Accommodation: Dorm accommodation, limited tent spaces available
Meals: 15 plant based meals

Day Visitors need to book and pay a small daily rate that is charged by the
camp ground management

Information & Booking: -
Alan and Lizzy Entermann. Ph: o4 0905 4747, Email: entermann2i@gmail.com

"The Lord desires His servants today to preach the old gospel doctrine, sorrow for

sin, repentance, and confession. We want old-fashioned sermons, old-fashioned
customs, old-fashioned fathers and mothers in Israel." EV 179
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Bible Teachings

Revelation
Pure and
Simple

Revelation—Pure and
Simple was written for the
person who has a desire to
know what Christ told John
concerning the days we live
in, and for the person who
wants to see the unfolding
of prophecy as one event
after another takes
place—each prophecy
expanding and enlarging
the next.

As you walk through
Revelation chapter by
chapter in this easy-reading
format, your eyes will be
opened to the roles played
by the different nations of
the world. Expect a
blessing as you read, listen,
and keep the things written
in this book.

You can depend on it, for
He promised it!

Paperback
$42.00 +p&p




A Of Interest

Summer-amps

"“Arise,... be

OngOd Plans are well under way for another camp/convention season in January 2026.
courage, and Planned Speakers
doit.”
—Ezra 10:4

David Gates Jeff Wehr Joshua White

North Island Camp

January 13-18, 2026

Lakeview Bible Camp, 359 Hamurana Road, Rotorua

u ‘; m i *\ The North Island camp this coming summer will be at our usual location and in
= ' a similar format. We look forward to spending time with all who can attend!

Shop Online South Island Convention

Visit our online shop for over 1000

items. This is an easy and effective Janua ry 22_24/ 25’ 2026
b donate. . . .
vy tobuyorconate Venue in planning and to be confirmed

Categories include: Bibles, Study
Aids, Bible Teachings, Stories,
Nature and Science, Spirit of

The South Island convention will run from Thursday through to Sabbath
evening/ Sunday with the above speakers. This is the weekend after the North

Prophecy, Family, Homeschooling, Island camp. Keep an eye out in the next leaflet for more confirmed details.
Children, Health, Media, Outreach,
Foreign Languages, Donations and www.autumnleaves.co.nz/events

Second Hand items.

This newsletter is also available
electronically and online.

Find us online!

www.autumnleaves.co.nz/shop

Find us on social media
] Autumn Leaves Nz Ltd www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz
e I PO Box 654 www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz
~Rangiora 7440 Bank accounts:
ea er New Zealand NZ 01 0877 0014329 00
28 Southbrook Road, Rangiora 7440 AUST ~ BSB 014 507  ACCNT 4865 93335
The Leaflet is the newsletter of office@autumnleaves.co.nz Payments & donations can also
Autumn Leaves NZ Limited, a be made via credit card.
. : Phone 03 313 7762 . I
registered charitable company, +64 3 313 7762 Donations are tax deductible in New Zealand.
with the purpose of scattering romloversess) We appreciate the contributions given which enable this
God’s message of truth like the www.autumnleaves.co.nz charity to continue to serve you and the community.
leaves of autumn.
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